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Fifty years of packaging  
professionalism
THIS has been a year like no other: 2020 will go down in the 
annals of history as the year of the Covid-19 pandemic, when 
much of the world was stagnating under strict lockdown 
conditions, as some 30-million people were infected, more 
than a million died, and national economies were taken to 
the brink of extinction. But on a more positive note, it’s also 
the year in which we celebrate the 50th anniversary of the 
founding of the Institute of Packaging SA (IPSA).

Little did I realise that my introduction to the Natex team in  
1979 would trigger a lifelong devotion to IPSA in particular and  
the packaging industry in general!

It was the start of a career in a stimulating industry, with its 
unique and exciting juxtaposition of technology and design, 
a career that has provided more than four decades’ worth of 
memories – of technologies unveiled, of innumerable visits to 
exhibitions and conferences both locally and in far-off countries, 
and, most of all, of friendships formed and sustained. Indeed, 
many such friendships have resulted from my close ties with the 
IPSA family.

So, ten years ago, it was a labour of love to delve into IPSA’s 
40-year history, to uncover the important events and to pick 
out those praiseworthy people who had shaped the Institute, 
assembling thousands of words and a couple of hundred pictures 
for publication in a special anniversary brochure, and now I’m 
equally delighted to illustrate my devotion to IPSA by compiling this 
golden anniversary update.

IPSA’s early history was covered in depth in the previous publication 
[https://www.packagingmag.co.za/ipsa-40th-anniversary/#dflip-
df_6636/1/], and doesn’t need repeating at length. However, this 
feature would be incomplete without a brief outline of IPSA’s birth in 
1970, when packaging professionals in Cape Town and Johannesburg 
campaigned for an Institute of Packaging similar to the one established 
in the UK. As a result, an historic meeting took place at AECI’s 
Modderfontein plant where the fledgling IPSA took flight. 

During that year, committees were formed in the Transvaal, the 
Cape and Natal (as South Africa’s provinces were then known), 
and in due course these three Regions nominated representatives 
to a National Executive committee (henceforth called Natex), 
which met for the first time in Johannesburg in February 1971, with 
AECI’s Bob Gillespie as its first chairman. Sadly, no photograph 
of this first Natex team has ever come to light but the agenda 
included education, publicity, membership categories, finance and 
the drafting of an all-important constitution. 

A year later, 46 companies had been enrolled as corporate 
members and 103 individual members had been signed up and IPSA’s 
first national AGM took place in Johannesburg in February 1973.

In 1974, a fourth Region was inaugurated in the Eastern Cape, 
and ten years later the Border Region was born (although the latter 
has since expired!). 

With that much-abridged history of IPSA’s early days as 
a backdrop, the following pages chronicle IPSA’s continuing 
progress over the intervening decade – including the ongoing 
development of its education and awards programmes – and 
most especially highlighting the people who have played key 
roles, without whose professionalism and dedication IPSA would 
have been stillborn. Sadly, some have shuffled off this mortal 
coil (to quote the Bard of Avon) but I haven’t included the word 
‘late’ before their names. Not only is this cumbersome, it’s also 

problematic if, in the absence of precise knowledge, I use the word 
inconsistently or (worse) incorrectly! 

Requiring a special word of thanks and congratulations are our 
current national chairman, Susi Moore, and national secretary, 
Bill Marshall. They have risen admirably to the challenge of being 
exceptionally fleet of foot and innovative to manage IPSA-related 
projects during 2020 in the face of the coronavirus pandemic, 
ensuring the continuation of important aspects such as education 
and awards. Enormous gratitude also goes to Kishan Singh, IPSA’s 
education officer, for providing an update of educational matters for 
inclusion in this brochure.

Indeed, it’s thanks to the sterling efforts of IPSA’s founding 
fathers and the many subsequent waves of packaging aficionados, 
who have nurtured and managed IPSA’s affairs at both national 
and regional levels over the last 50 years, that we can now 
celebrate the existence of a thriving, well-respected body of true 
packaging professionals.

On behalf of IPSA and the PPM team, I also thank the advertisers 
who have participated in this special supplement. Without their 
financial support, a project of this magnitude would not be possible.

We hope all readers will enjoy this saga, but we particularly hope 
IPSA members will afford this memento pride of place on their 
bookshelves. Membership of an organisation with such a laudable, 
50-year history is surely a matter for great pride.

Gill Loubser FIPkgSA
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Professionalism: It’s not the job you do; 
it’s how you do the job. Anonymous
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50th 

Anniversary
of IPSA
“If you want something new, you have to stop 
doing something old.” – Peter F. Drucker

These powerful words from a leader in global industry 

resonate well with the platform that IPSA has provided for an 

industry that is constantly working to improve through 

innovation. IPSA offers established companies the 

opportunity of presenting and competing against peers in the 

packaging industry through the well-known Gold Pack 

Awards. These awards recognise innovation and brilliance in 

this ever-changing business.

IPSA also offers undergraduate students the platform – through the Student Gold Pack Awards – to present 

their ideas and encourage them to find ways of challenging the “something old-something new” mind-set that 

Drucker refers to.

It is these same students who are encouraged into the fast-paced industry of packaging and Berry Astrapak 

welcomes this breeding ground for new talent. A tailored range of educational-based training offers students 

the chance of specialising in packaging through the IPSA Diploma courses available.

Berry Astrapak is one of the largest packaging companies globally and IPSA, being affiliated to the World 

Packaging Organisation (WPO) as well as the continental chapter African Packaging Organisation (APO), 

offers us the benefit of staying in touch with global trends and industry professionals.

Berry Astrapak congratulates IPSA on reaching this golden jubilee milestone and look forward to contributing 

to another successful 50 years of collaboration.

Craig Matthews
Managing Director
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NATIONAL CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE

A toast to the 
next 50 years
AS I approach the end of my four-year tenure as IPSA’s 
national chairman, it’s fitting that my magazine, PACKAGiNG 
& Print Media, has been afforded the privilege of producing 
this 50th anniversary brochure. This really makes a grand 
finale for my period at the helm!

When IPSA celebrated its 40th anniversary, PPM proudly 
produced a comprehensive and previously-unrecorded history of 
the Institute from its birth in 1970, compiled by Gill Loubser. This 
brochure picks up on those success stories and completes the 
saga from 2010 to 2020, focusing particularly on events and further 
progress over the last ten years.

Sincere thanks go to all who have assisted in the collation of 
information for this update and especially to Gill – my ex-partner as 
co-founder of PPM in 2006 – who has lovingly pulled it all together. 
Gill has won every accolade possible from the South African and 
global packaging sector and, although retired, still contributes as 
an editorial consultant to PPM. 

I would also like to thank IPSA’s Natex for believing in me and 
trusting me as national chairman but, of course, a chairman is only 
as good as his or her committee! I have been immensely proud of 
playing this role and together we have gone forward, each year 
living the IPSA code and fulfilling the vision of those who bravely 
established the Institute 50 years ago.

Described in these pages are merely a few of the myriad 
achievements that IPSA is proud to claim. These success stories 
– plus many others not mentioned here – emphasise IPSA’s vital 
contribution to packaging professionalism. There can be no doubt 
that IPSA has been and continues to be entirely relevant to the 
South African packaging industry and, in many ways, to the  
pan-African packaging community.

Thanks, too, to our special member companies who partnered 
with us in celebrating this milestone. I hope you enjoy the read and 
will celebrate the years ahead with the IPSA family as we reach 
for and attain ever greater heights in our industry’s never-ending 
journey.

Here’s a toast to the next 50 years!

Susi Moore FIPkgSA

As IPSA’s 

proud official 

mouthpiece, 

PPM looks 

forward to 

partnering with 

this highly-

professional 

organisation for 

its next 50-year 

journey . . .

www.packagingmag.co.za
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NATIONAL SECRETARY’S MESSAGE

Fifty years and counting ...
IT’S only to be expected that five decades would give rise to 
notable changes in any organisation, but IPSA’s founders 
could not have imagined the extraordinary political, social and 
economic evolutions that would be faced. For this reason, it’s 
even more remarkable that their original motivation has been 
the very reason that IPSA has performed such a valuable role. 
To this day, 50 years on, the promotion of professionalism in 
the packaging industry is central to all its activities.

IPSA was among the world’s earliest packaging institutes, 
and has also played an active role in the World Packaging 
Organisation (WPO) since becoming a member in 1992. Unlike 
many other packaging associations around the world, IPSA 
resolved to cater purely for packaging professionals with the 1984 
formation of an autonomous organisation representing corporate 
and environmental interests – the Packaging Council of South 
Africa (PACSA), now rebranded as Packaging SA. This proved 
to be a wise decision as this body has been in the forefront of 
tackling major legislative issues and interacting with government 
without being distracted by the demands of a professional 
association’s education and skills development objectives. The two 
organisations remain closely affiliated and work together, however, 
with a representative from each body serving in an entrenched 
position on the other’s national board. 

This structure has allowed IPSA to focus on its role of developing 
the profession of packaging. That education has always been 
its driving force is manifested in the offer of wide-ranging formal 
courses and ad hoc seminars, workshops and specialist speaker 
events, all designed to ensure a supply of packaging professionals 
with the necessary skills and knowledge to meet industry’s needs. 

Included in this strategy are the dual objectives of creating of 
a sense of pride in the profession and attracting young talent into 
the industry. The Gold Pack and Student Gold Pack programmes 
are important elements in helping to attain these goals, and have 
undergone remarkable development over the years. 

The education portfolio, cohesively solidified by Barry and 
Annette Oakley and subsequently inherited and ably guided by 
Roger Carey-Smith, is now presided over by Kishan Singh. The 
last decade has seen IPSA’s education framework mature into 
a four-tier skills development programme. Although the idea of 
online courses considered previously, the Covid-19 pandemic 
fast-tracked this concept. The quick transition of existing courses 
into online versions has been so successful and well received that 
all courses will move online with immediate effect. This allows 
anyone, anywhere, to participate. 

IPSA has also made a significant contribution towards 
transformation in the packaging industry. Most students in all tiers 
of the education programme are from previously-disadvantaged 
communities, and female candidates often outnumber males. 
As these skilled packaging professionals rise through the ranks 
of their companies, they’re having a profound effect on the 
composition of corporate management teams.

From its humble beginnings in 1974, the Gold Pack Awards 
programme has evolved into a major showcase for Africa’s 
packaging industry, with fierce competition for medals, and entries 
from outside South Africa’s borders now competing head-to-head 
with local entries.

The geographic expansion of Gold Pack and IPSA’s education 
programmes has resulted in the creation of a new IPSA region, 
nominally labelled the International Region, that’s rapidly gaining 
momentum. IPSA has always actively engaged with its international 
counterparts, not only playing an active role in the WPO, but also 
as a founder member of the African Packaging Organisation. 
That these connections are viewed as important is underscored 
by next year’s meeting of WPO board members being hosted in 
South Africa. A week-long programme of meetings and networking 
opportunities will have as its highlight the 2021 Gold Pack banquet, 
scheduled to coincide with the presence of the international 
visitors.

On behalf of the members of IPSA, I thank the PACKAGiNG 
& Print Media team, especially Gill Loubser, for compiling this 
celebratory tribute marking our 50-year milestone. The reflections 
in these pages emphasise the important role that IPSA has long 
played and continues to play in the South African packaging 
industry. Members of this voluntary association – some of whom 
are mentioned and many of whom are not – have contributed to the 
Institute’s success with passion and dedication. 

Looking back on past successes brings into sharp focus that 
there are many more to come. 

We have only just begun!

Bill Marshall FIPkgSA
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At Woolworths, we’re on a journey with a defined goal: zero packaging waste 
to landfill. As part of this commitment, single-use plastic bags will be phased 
out by 2020, and all of our packaging will be reusable or recyclable by 2022. 

These are some of our milestones:

ZEROWASTE 
TO 

LANDFILL

PACKAGING

In 2018, we signed the Ellen MacArthur Foundation’s Global  
Commitment to develop a circular economy for plastic, in which plastic 
never becomes waste.

We followed this up in January 2020, when we became one of the  
founding members of the South African Plastics Pact. This pact is a 
collaborative initiative that brings together key stakeholders from the  
local plastics value chain, including businesses, the South African  
government and NGOs, to tackle plastic waste and pollution at its source.OUR 

PACKAGING 
COMMITMENTS

OUR 
PACKAGING 
COMMITMENTS

2004
In collaboration with 
Hangerman, we start 
collecting and recycling 
our plastic hangers for 
reuse. To date, we’ve 
rescued more than 360 
million hangers.

We 
introduce 
shopping 
baskets 
& trolleys 
made from 
recycled 
plastic.

2007
Our Good Business Journey is 
formalised with a commitment 
to reduce our packaging while 
still delivering the quality 
products our customers 
expect.

2011

Woolies is the first major 
South African retailer to
begin using post-consumer 
recycled plastic in 
foods packaging.

2012
We are the first 
major South African 
retailer to use post-
consumer recycled 
milk and juice 
plastic bottles in 
our packaging. 2

01
3 We start using 

a new On-Pack 
Recycling Label 
(OPRL), intended 
to assist recycling 
efforts. This 
has now been 
adopted by 
most major 
retailers in SA.

2015

We unveil eco-
mannequins made 
from up to 55% 
biodegradable, 
natural plant fibres 
and bio-resins.

2014
Our plastic bag recycled 
content increases from 55% 
to 75%, harvested from 
post-industrial waste.

2016
Woolworths becomes 
the first South African 
company to remove plastic 
microbeads from private 
label personal care products.

2009

We launch reusable fabric shopping bags 
made from 85% recycled material to 
phase out single-use plastic bags. 
To date, we’ve sold more than 2.4 million 
reusable bags.

In collaboration with Engen and Nampak, 
Woolies instals recycling facilities for 
paper, cardboard, glass and plastic at 
selected Engen service stations in the 
Western Cape.
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RECYCLE
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PLASTIC 

RECYCLE

LIDDING FILMMADE  
FROM A 
MINIMUM 85 % RECYCLED

PLASTIC

LIDDING FILM
PLASTIC 

RECYCLE

2017

We sign the 
Vancouver 
Declaration, a public 
promise made by 
companies across 
the globe to work 
towards more 
sustainable sourcing 
of forest products.

2019
Woolworths plays a leading 
role in initiating the 
voluntary retail industry 
initiative facilitated by 
WWF-SA, to develop 
common On-Pack Recycling 
Labels.

2016
We launch our milk 
bottles made from 30% 
bioplastic, sourced 
from sugar cane waste. 
The packaging is 100% 
recyclable 
and reduces the use 
of crude-oil-
based
packaging.

2019
PLASTIC-BAG-FREE We start trialling paper bags 

for our Fashion, Beauty and 
Homeware departments, locally 
made from recycled paper and 

cardboard, as an innovative 
circular economy initiative.

We start trialling plastic shopping bag-free 
food stores and are the first to introduce new, 
locally produced, low-cost, reusable bags to 
the South African market.

We also introduce loose produce netted bags as an 
alternative solution to single-use plastic bags.

To find out more about our journey, go to: www.woolworths.co.za/recycle

We announce our commitment 
for all our packaging to be 
either reusable or recyclable 
by 2022, and to phasing out 
single-use plastic shopping bags 
completely by 2020.

WHL becomes the 
first African company 
to sign The Ellen MacArthur 
Foundation’s New Plastics 
Economy Global Commitment.

20
20

We’re continuing 
to roll out 
Fashion, Beauty 
and Homeware 
paper shopping 
bags, and 
making low-
cost, reusable 
shopping bags 
available to 
more stores.

We are introducing and 
trialling 100% recyclable 
kraft packaging containers 
to replace plastic packaging 
for selected fresh produce.

We are trialling recyclable paper-based alternatives 
to replace plastic packaging for Fashion, Beauty
& Homeware online boxed deliveries.
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THE MANAGEMENT TEAM

IPSA’s inspired  
and inspiring leadership
FROM its earliest days, when IPSA’s founding father, Bob 
Gillespie, was elected as the first national chairman, IPSA 
has been blessed with leaders whose vision has built 
progressively on firm foundations for the benefit of ongoing 
waves of packaging professionals.

Those early leaders and their followers – Bob Gillespie, Les 
Adams, Martin Bennett, David Brown, Hylton Abbott, Christian 
Larkins, Brian Osborn, Barry Oakley, Pierre Pienaar, Henry Dicks, 
Gill Loubser, Keith Pearson, Maarten Schurer and Bill Marshall – 
shepherded IPSA through its first 40 years of existence.

A decade ago, at the time of publication of the 40th anniversary 
profile, Bill Marshall had completed his first two-year term in the 
chair and went on to serve for a further two years, until he handed 
the reins to Kishan Singh, who served as national chairman from 
2012 to 2016.

During four successful years at the helm, Kishan was 
instrumental in driving IPSA’s education portfolio to new levels,  
as well as introducing fresh educational programmes to students  
in other African countries. 

In 2016, Susi Moore took the reins as national chairman, a 
position she holds until today. It’s at these annual meetings that changes to the National 

Executive or other management matters are revealed, where 
honorary life membership and/or Fellowship awards are 
announced, where Regions of the Year are named, and much  
else besides.

In 2013, the national AGM was conveniently held at Nasrec, 
Johannesburg, in conjunction with Propak Africa, enabling IPSA 
members to attend the exhibition. Highlights included Ralph von 
Veh’s confirmation as IPSA’s Patron, taking over from Mike Arnold, 
while Clive Glover received honorary membership and Nick Starke 
was awarded fellow status.

Enhanced educational products and increased membership 
were top of the agenda at the 2015 national AGM, hosted at the 
stylish new-look Inanda Club, Sandton. 

Among highlights was a presentation by AGM sponsor, Seal 
Chemistry, and the presentation of the much-coveted Region of 
the Year trophy, awarded for the second consecutive year to the 
Western Cape Region. 

During the 2016 AGM, incoming national chairman, Susi Moore (second from left), 
takes time out for coffee with Kiril Dimitrov (Mpact), Chandru Wadhwani (Extrupet), 
Cheri Scholtz (PETCO) and Colette Esti (Mpact).

New secretariat established
A major management change occurred in 2012, on the retirement 
of Henry and Anne Willis as IPSA’s national secretaries, when Bill 
Marshall (then immediate past national chairman), was appointed 
national secretary and his company, Syndicate Graphics, 
appointed to manage the secretariat’s administrative functions. 

Bill also took over IPSA’s national events portfolio (including 
National Congress and Gold Pack), functions he still manages  
until today.

National AGMs highlight developments
Each year, IPSA’s national AGMs are inspiring events, highlighting 
events and awards and paying particular tribute to Natex members 
whose efforts have contributed greatly to IPSA’s ongoing 
successes.

If your actions inspire others to dream 
more, learn more, do more and become 

more, you are a leader.  
John Quincy Adams

In 2012, with retiring secretaries, Henry and Anne Willis, and incoming national 
chairman, Kishan Singh, were the new secretariat – Jess Nyamutenha, Jacqui Janse 
van Rensburg and Bill Marshall.
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8-10 June 2021
The Cape Town International  
Convention Centre 
Cape Town, South Africa

BOOK YOUR STAND NOW!
Innovative Packaging Solutions 

Trade Expo 
for the Western Cape

#propakcape2020

SVEN SMIT,   
Email: svens@specialised.com
GRANT BYDAWELL,   
Email: grantb@specialised.com
ANDRE PIETERSE,  
Email: andrep@specialised.com

2021

Co-located events:

www.propakcape.co.za

TO BOOK YOUR STAND, CONTACT:
Tel: +27 (0) 11 835 1565

13831 - PROPAK CAPE 2021 EXPROM ADVERT - QUARTER PAGE 125x84mm.indd   1 2020/08/27   11:02

Kishan Singh, IPSA’s outgoing national chairman, opened the 
national AGM and breakfast held at Nasrec, Johannesburg, during 
Propak Africa 2016, and took the opportunity to recognise the 
efforts of his colleagues on the national and regional committees, 
whose unwavering passion and expertise made his job easy!

He announced that IPSA’s Northern Region had taken that 
year’s title as Region of the Year and introduced incoming national 
chairman, Susi Moore.

Needless to say, there has been no national AGM in 2020, the 
year of the big pandemic!

IPSA’s incoming national 
executive at the 2013 
AGM included (back) 
Ralph von Veh (PACSA 
president/IPSA patron), 
Kishan Singh (chairman), 
Andrew Marthinusen 
(PACSA), Charles Muller 
(membership); and (front) 
Emma Rowberry (Western 
Cape chairman), Vanessa 
von Holdt (Student Gold 
Pack), Greg Burgess (KZN 
chairman), Susi Moore 
and Gill Loubser (industry 
relations), Roger Cary-Smith 
(national education officer) 
and Bill Marshall (past 
national chairman).

Propak Africa was again the backdrop for the 2019 AGM. Natex members present 
on that occasion included (behind) Kathleen Hoogenhout (Western Cape chairman), 
Shabeer Jhetam (Packaging SA), Charles Muller (co-opted) and Kishan Singh 
(national education officer; and (in front) Bill Marshall (national secretary), Susi Moore 
(national chairman), and Crystal Edwards (Eastern Cape chairman). Missing were 
regional chairmen, Sven Smit (Northern) and Lara-Jane Venter (KZN).

Above: Among members present at the 2016 AGM 
were two past regional chairmen: Greg Burgess 
(KZN) and Ingrid Schoeman (Western Cape).

Left: Leading IPSA into a new financial year in 2015 
were Natex members (behind) John Fox, Kishan Singh, 
Charles Muller, Roger Cary-Smith, Greg Burgess,  
and Amith Sukhnundan; and (in front) Bill Marshall, 
Susi Moore, Vanessa von Holdt and Anso Neethling.
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ENHANCING KNOWLEDGE

Instrumental in 
the launch of 
the Advanced 
Packaging Diploma 
in 2012 were 
Roger Cary-Smith 
(then IPSA’s 
national education 
officer and PEB 
chairman) and 
Kishan Singh (then 
course leader and 
IPSA’s national 
chairman). On 
Roger’s retirement 
in 2016, Kishan 
took over the 
national education 
officer’s role.

Education – top priority

FROM its earliest days, education was IPSA’s foremost 
concern and it wasn’t long before negotiations with the British 
Institute of Packaging (IOP) opened the way for members to 
undertake the IOP’s correspondence course. As a result, the 
first two South Africans enrolled in 1972.

Since those modest beginnings, IPSA’s education programme 
has grown enormously, and numerous successes were 
enumerated in the 40th anniversary publication. 

As recorded then, 2006 was a ‘watershed’ year for education, 
when, following the sudden death of Barry Oakley, and Annette 
Oakley’s subsequent ill-health, Bill Marshall took on responsibility 
for Student Gold Pack and Roger Carey-Smith became chairman 
of IPSA’s Packaging Education Board, a position he held until 
2016, when Kishan Singh took over that role. We are now indebted 
to Kishan, as IPSA’s current national education officer, for this 
comprehensive update on developments over the last 10 years. 

IPSA’s One Year Diploma (OYD) in Packaging Technology, 
introduced in the early 2000s, soon gained recognition as an 
employment prerequisite in the packaging industry; and supporting 
this academic programme, IPSA’s textbook A HAndbook of 
PAckAging TecHnology was compiled. 

Over the years, the OYD syllabus and textbook have been 
carefully developed to stay abreast of global technology. For 
instance, the past 10 years have seen changes in the section 
outlining management principles and practices, to align with 
modern business management ideologies. In addition, increasing 
emphasis is now placed on sustainability, especially challenges 
related to the recovery and reuse of post-consumer packaging,  

and the work of Producer Responsibility Organisations. Today,  
the OYD also includes a more formal approach to ISO9001:2015 
certification systems and quality management, introducing 
principles of lean six sigma. 

Syllabus enhancements have also necessitated periodic  
reviews and rewrites of chapters in the textbook. Since 2013, 
packaging economics, brand management and graphics, 
barcoding, printing and food packaging chapters have been 
rewritten, and over the past two years, digital printing and 
nanotechnology are fresh chapters integrated into the syllabus  
and textbook.

Since 2014, the OYD has been endorsed by the World 
Packaging Organisation (WPO), confirming that course content,  
the textbook, assessment protocols, marking and moderation 
systems, lecturer profiles, training venues, student certification  
and programme data integrity all meet WPO standards.

Advancing to another level
Following the success of the OYD, came increasing demand for 
a programme to take students to an even higher level. In 2010 a 
team of technical experts and lecturers mapped out an advanced 
syllabus designed for the post-OYD students who aspired to senior 
management positions. The syllabus was designed to integrate 
key elements of supply chain and operations management, global 
perspectives, advanced packaging materials and manufacturing 
disciplines, food safety and food labelling requirements, ISO/BRC 
certification schemes, lean six sigma methodologies, statutory 
and regulatory requirements for packaging with emphasis on the 

An investment in knowledge 
always pays the best interest. 

Benjamin Franklin

With Kishan Singh (centre, 
back) are the class of 2012 
attending IPSA’s inaugural  
APD programme in KZN.
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ENHANCING KNOWLEDGE

Northern region chairman, 
Amith Sukhnundan (right), 
and Kishan Singh (left)
with APD graduates in 
Johannesburg in 2016.

National Environmental Management: Waste Act Sections 28 
and 18, and managing businesses against John Elkington’s triple 
bottom line approach. Also included were presentation skills to 
enable students to manage boardroom justification of packaging 
projects.

Thus IPSA’s Advanced Packaging Diploma (APD) was born, 
with the first programme taking place in 2012 in Durban. Since 
then, rotating between KwaZulu-Natal, Gauteng and the Western 
Cape, IPSA has produced APD graduates, poised to understand 
the packaging business at senior levels. Response has been 

extremely gratifying as students realise the business synergies 
required to compete in a global arena.

Following the inaugural course in Durban in 2012, the APD 
programme was offered in Johannesburg in 2013, and in Cape 
Town in 2014. In 2015, the course returned to Durban and in 2016 
it was repeated in Johannesburg.

In 2017 a second course took place in Cape Town. 2018 saw a 
repeat in Durban and in 2019 co-executed courses were offered 
in Johannesburg and Durban. In 2020, because of the Covid-19 
pandemic, the course went online.

Above: APD graduates on the 2014 programme in Cape Town received their certificates from Roger Carey-Smith (left), national education officer, and Nick Starke (right),  
course leader.

Below left: In 2016, Western Cape student, Sharon Thantsie (class of 2014), received her APD certificate from Colin Meder (APD course lecturer) and John Byett (the Region’s  
OYD course lecturer).

Below right: With KZN regional chairman, Greg Burgess, and national chairman, Kishan Singh, is 2015’s top APD student, Melisa Sukka.
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Education  
outlook
TWO critical plans (online execution of academic 
programmes and the CPD system) are vital to enhance  
the value of packaging education in South Africa.

Both systems, synergistically designed, will enable a far 
greater student outreach and this is the fundamental objective 
of IPSA’s national education team. The plan is to cast IPSA’s 
net across a much more global ocean, and the target is to 
double student registrations on each course by 2023.

In addition, the textbook is expected to undergo significant 
further changes, and to be available in future as an ‘e-text’,  
in support of e-learning in an online execution.

Given the online education strategy, IPSA is gearing up 
for student access portals on a dedicated IPSA education 
website, hyperlinked through the IPSA website. Such a website 
will enable students, through usernames and passwords, to 
download the IPSA text, other related academic material, 
including past year tests and assignments, and upload their 
own assignments for assessment.  

It’s intended to grow the CPP population in South Africa 
through the close working relationship already developed with 
WPO and IoPP.

Huge thanks go to IPSA’s national executive and education 
staff, plus industry experts and lecturers, for their sterling 
support in the planning, development and execution of IPSA’s 
educational bouquet. Ultimately, it’s people of such calibre, 
working passionately and tirelessly for IPSA, who have helped to 
transform IPSA into a mature and well-organised academy that is 
standing the test of time across an increasingly global platform.

ENHANCING KNOWLEDGE

Global recognition
Completing IPSA’s education bouquet the third prong is the 
Overview of Packaging Technology, introduced in 2015, targeting 
new entrants to the packaging industry.

As IPSA’s three courses are endorsed by WPO, recognition is 
provided in 57 member countries, enhancing the global portability 
of these qualifications.

In addition, since 2018, APD graduates (or similarly qualified) 
personnel are able to participate in the Certified Packaging 
Professional (CPP) programme offered by Institute of Packaging 
Professionals (IoPP) in the US. Running since 1972 and also 
endorsed by the WPO, this is a leading mark of excellence and 
recognition of industry proficiency that helps level the global 
playing field among packaging professionals. The CPP designation 
– now open to any South African packaging professional – is based 
on current skills and expertise and candidates are required to be 
recertified every three years, as part of a continuing professional 
development system. 

Candidates demonstrate their command of applied packaging 
technology either by completing a narrative exam or by submitting 
a detailed resumé covering their past six years’ experience 
and participation in local and global packaging and/or related 
disciplines. They also have to complete an online examination, 
answering 150 questions on packaging technology, supply chain 
principles, packaging graphics, print techniques, manufacturing 
techniques, machinery, materials and technology – a minimum 
score of 80% is required for a pass. Successful candidates may 
display the CPP Certificate, use the suffix CPP after their names, 
and wear the IoPP/CPP lapel pin.

Continuous professional development
Change is the only constant, and in the rapidly-evolving packaging 
arena it’s imperative that IPSA graduates progressively advance 
their professional status. A proven way to do this is to use 
Continuous Professional Development (CPD) programmes to 
demonstrate academic and technical relevance. As continual 
learning results in superior growth, leading to improved career 
success, CPD is the way forward. 

IPSA will share more of the CPD system in 2021.

Meeting Covid-19 challenges
WHILE this year’s One-Year Diploma (OPD) kicked off as usual, everything changed overnight with the 
lockdown announcement on March 27, 2020. With a few hurried working group meetings among IPSA’s 
academic and secretarial staff, the OYD programme was rapidly transformed into an online programme.

Clearly, the only alternative was to suspend the programme until stability returned, but it was felt that 
lecturers were competent to deliver against online expectations; and, most importantly, IPSA did not want 
students to lose the year.

Through the purchase of multiple Zoom licences, the national education team seamlessly switched to an 
online lecture delivery platform. It was a pleasant surprise to find that, with a few hiccups, it worked very well.

All tests and examinations were re-engineered as research-based assignments, reinforcing the need for 
active and intelligent research. This was a pioneering exercise, as design and moderation requirements 
changed drastically.

Needless to say, significant lessons have been learnt and discussions have already resulted in changes for 
the 2021 student intake.

Under trying circumstances, the IPSA education team enabled a paradigm shift from the way its education 
programme has been executed for some 42 years, and the aim is now to catapult the IPSA OYD to a global 
audience. 

As Kishan Singh remarks: ‘Covid-19 has enabled this, and every cloud has a silver lining.’
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As populations continue to increase global demand for packaged food is rising, making more 
urgent the implementation of increasingly sustainable packaging. 

The challenges are multifaceted. Consumers want to make the world a better place. Retailers 
and manufacturers want to improve the sustainability of products whilst at the same time 
being more e�ficient and o�fer more di�ferentiated products. Recyclers have a growing demand 
for more material. In South Africa we have additional socio-economic challenges. Our approach 
to the challenges is two-fold. 

First, we continuously innovate to deliver more sustainable packaging as part of a low-carbon, 
circular economy using materials more valuable to recyclers. Our ambition is to create the 
world's most sustainable packaging and currently our packs are made of at least 70% 
paperboard from renewable wood fibres, and we are in the process of moving fully into plant 
based plastics made from sugarcane.

Second, all our packages are fully recyclable and we are working to improve recycling capacities 
while maximising the business value of recycled liquid carton packaging. Inclusivity is key to 
creating sustainable social, economic and environmental solutions. We continue to work on 
expanding collections and sorting; developing new products from recycled materials; engaging 
more industry role players; and improving the recycling business case. 

Through actions such as these we help to create carbon-neutral products, using more 
plant-based and recyclable materials, that meet humankind's nutritional needs in a repeatable, 
low-impact, circular model. It's the only truly sustainable approach to business.

•  Tetra Pak liquid carton packages are at least 70% paperboard, which is made from trees, a         
   renewable resource
•  Our aim is to o�fer a fully renewable package made from plant-based materials that is fully 
   recyclable and a part of the circular economy.
•  Tetra Pak beverage cartons are fully recyclable.  Recycle your cartons at your nearest drop-o�f 
   point anywhere in South Africa, locate your recycled carton drop-o�f point via 
   https://recycleyourcartons.co.za/

ABOUT TETRA PAK

Tetra Pak is a world leading food 
processing and packaging solutions 
company. Working closely with our 
customers and suppliers, we provide 
safe, innovative and environmentally 
sound products that each day meet 
the needs of hundreds of millions of 
people in more than 160 countries. 
With more than 25,000 employees 
around the world, we believe in 
responsible industry leadership and a 
sustainable approach to business.  
 
Our promise, “PROTECTS WHAT'S 
GOOD™,"re�lects our vision to commit 
to making food safe and available, 
everywhere. 

Learn more at gonature.tetrapak.com

More information about Tetra Pak 

Congratulations to IPSA for 

celebrating 50 years of 

excellence.
www.nampak.co.za
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IT’S AN HONOUR

Rewarding the service ethic
ELEVATION to the status of honorary life member and/
or Fellow is conferred at the discretion of Natex to mark 
meritorious service. In some cases, this recognises years of 
dedicated committee work; sometimes it’s bestowed for a 
more specific service. But it’s always conferred on somebody 
who has done his or her best to support IPSA’s aims – to 
promote and maintain the recognition of packaging as a 
profession.

An additional proviso for election to the status of Fellow is that 
the member must be recognised – both within IPSA and throughout 
the broader packaging community – as having made a substantial 
contribution to the profession of packaging.

At the top of on the list is Bob Gillespie, IPSA’s founding father, 
who in 1977 was elected an honorary life member following 
seven years of dedicated service since he agreed to chair the 
steering committee in 1970. The next year, a highlight in IPSA’s 
early education programme occurred when Dixie Dean, UK 
tutor for South African correspondence course students, visited 
South Africa and gave regional lectures. This proved a great 
stimulus, and he was the second person to be awarded honorary 
membership of IPSA. 

Those two went on to be named as Fellows (in 1981 and 1982 
respectively).

And that was the start of the almost annual naming of honorary 
life members and Fellows over the next four decades. Although 
they are recorded in detail in the 40th anniversary profile, here’s  
a potted history of those many accolades.

In 1983, honorary life membership was conferred on Jon 
Seaman and Ron Leadbeater (stalwarts of the Western Cape  
and Natal Regions, respectively).

1984 saw Lillian Francey, Transvaal Region secretary, and 
David Crosby of SA Breweries joining the ranks of honorary life 
members. Similarly recognised in 1985 was Pierre Olivier who by 
then had spent ten years developing IPSA’s awards programme.

At the 1986 AGM, three loyal members were upgraded to the 
status of honorary members – Brian Osborn, Gill Loubser and John 
Marriott. 

1987 and 1988 saw the election of two further Fellows: Christian 
(Chin) Larkins and Ron Leadbeater. 

In 1992, Neil Watson was awarded honorary membership, and 
Barry Oakley, already a Fellow of the British Institute of Packaging, 
was elected a Fellow of IPSA.

At the 1993 AGM, Annette Oakley, indefatigable secretary of the 
Transvaal Region, was awarded honorary membership.

John Marriott, Natal Region devotee, and known for his slick 

organisation of the Gold Pack Awards, was elected IPSA’s eighth 
Fellow in 1996.

In 1997, Rosalie Duke, doyenne of the Western Cape Region, 
was accorded honorary membership.

Three people were honoured at IPSA’s 1998 AGM. Henry Dicks 
and Pierre Pienaar were awarded honorary life membership, while 
Gill Loubser, was elevated to a Fellow. Later that year, Di van 
Breda joined the ranks of honorary life members.

In 1999, Mike Blundell received honorary life membership, 
and Peter Campbell’s outstanding service to IPSA was similarly 
rewarded. 

In 2000 a further three members – Owen Bruyns, Tom 
McLaughlin and Phillipa Tucker – were awarded honorary 
membership.

At the 2003 AGM, Annette Oakley was elected a Fellow. 
The following year, 2004, Bill Marshall received richly-deserved 

recognition in the form of honorary life membership while his wife 
Margie received a Special Service Award (the latter is awarded to 
non-members to mark outstanding service). Also in 2004, Keith 
Pearson received a well-earned Fellowship.

In 2009, Philippa Tucker and Rosalie Duke were both elevated 
to the status of Fellow, followed by Bill Marshall in 2010.

2010 also saw the granting of honorary life membership to 
Kishan Singh, Roger Cary-Smith, Greg Burgess, Ricky Ali, Crystal 
Edwards, Vanessa von Holdt and John Knocker. 

‘If we cultivate the habit of doing 
service deliberately, our desire 
for service will steadily grow 

stronger, and make not only our 
own happiness, but that of the 
world at large. Mahatma Gandhi 

-

RENEWABLE CARTONS

 

MEET THE COMPLEX NEEDS FOR SUSTAINABLE SOLUTIONS

           www.tetrapak.com          +27 010 601 71 00

As populations continue to increase global demand for packaged food is rising, making more 
urgent the implementation of increasingly sustainable packaging. 

The challenges are multifaceted. Consumers want to make the world a better place. Retailers 
and manufacturers want to improve the sustainability of products whilst at the same time 
being more e�ficient and o�fer more di�ferentiated products. Recyclers have a growing demand 
for more material. In South Africa we have additional socio-economic challenges. Our approach 
to the challenges is two-fold. 

First, we continuously innovate to deliver more sustainable packaging as part of a low-carbon, 
circular economy using materials more valuable to recyclers. Our ambition is to create the 
world's most sustainable packaging and currently our packs are made of at least 70% 
paperboard from renewable wood fibres, and we are in the process of moving fully into plant 
based plastics made from sugarcane.

Second, all our packages are fully recyclable and we are working to improve recycling capacities 
while maximising the business value of recycled liquid carton packaging. Inclusivity is key to 
creating sustainable social, economic and environmental solutions. We continue to work on 
expanding collections and sorting; developing new products from recycled materials; engaging 
more industry role players; and improving the recycling business case. 

Through actions such as these we help to create carbon-neutral products, using more 
plant-based and recyclable materials, that meet humankind's nutritional needs in a repeatable, 
low-impact, circular model. It's the only truly sustainable approach to business.

•  Tetra Pak liquid carton packages are at least 70% paperboard, which is made from trees, a         
   renewable resource
•  Our aim is to o�fer a fully renewable package made from plant-based materials that is fully 
   recyclable and a part of the circular economy.
•  Tetra Pak beverage cartons are fully recyclable.  Recycle your cartons at your nearest drop-o�f 
   point anywhere in South Africa, locate your recycled carton drop-o�f point via 
   https://recycleyourcartons.co.za/

ABOUT TETRA PAK

Tetra Pak is a world leading food 
processing and packaging solutions 
company. Working closely with our 
customers and suppliers, we provide 
safe, innovative and environmentally 
sound products that each day meet 
the needs of hundreds of millions of 
people in more than 160 countries. 
With more than 25,000 employees 
around the world, we believe in 
responsible industry leadership and a 
sustainable approach to business.  
 
Our promise, “PROTECTS WHAT'S 
GOOD™,"re�lects our vision to commit 
to making food safe and available, 
everywhere. 

Learn more at gonature.tetrapak.com

More information about Tetra Pak 

Congratulations to IPSA for 

celebrating 50 years of 

excellence.
www.nampak.co.za

IPSA 50th Anniversary Profile_BS.indd   17 2020/10/08   10:47 AM



From trees to products, and back 
again, the pulp and paper industry 
takes sustainability further.

Wood and paper products are made from 
a renewable resource — sustainably farmed 
trees. Paper stores carbon, keeps people 
employed from the forest to the recycling 
mill and serves many everyday needs.

Choose paper. 
www.thepaperstory.co.za                     
     @paperrocksza

congratulates IPSA on 
reaching this milestone.

www.hitechinks.co.za

IPSA 50th Anniversary Profile_BS.indd   18 2020/10/07   10:03 AM



From trees to products, and back 
again, the pulp and paper industry 
takes sustainability further.

Wood and paper products are made from 
a renewable resource — sustainably farmed 
trees. Paper stores carbon, keeps people 
employed from the forest to the recycling 
mill and serves many everyday needs.

Choose paper. 
www.thepaperstory.co.za                     
     @paperrocksza

Above: At the Northern Region AGM in 2017, honorary life membership was conferred 
on Alan Caldwell (right) by national secretary, Bill Marshall, and national chairman, 
Susi Moore. The award marked 30 years’ dedicated service to IPSA and his retirement 
from Mpact Corrugated Springs.

Below left: Among those named as honorary life members in 2019 were Colin Meder 
and Shabeer Jhetam, while the status of Fellow was conferred on Susi Moore.

Below right: At the national AGM in 2016, outgoing national chairman, Kishan Singh, 
received his well-deserved Fellowship from newly-elected national chairman, Susi Moore. 

Bringing the roll up to date
Against that historical backdrop, we can now record further 
elevations during the past decade.

Joining the line-up of Fellows have been Nick Starke (2013); 
Roger Cary-Smith and Vanessa von Holdt (2014); Kishan Singh, 
Ralph von Veh and Andrew Marthinusen (2016); Charles Muller, 
Mike Arnold, Neelin Naidoo and Jeremy Mackintosh (2017);  
Clive Glover, John Byett and Susi Moore (2019); and Clarence 
Miller (2020).

Others recently named as honorary life members include Gary 
Corin, Emma Dawson, Gary Jorgensen, Annabé Pretorius, Ingrid 
Schoeman, Lara-Jane Venter and Arnold Vermaak. 

The latest three (2019) are Maarten Schurer, Colin Meder and 
Shabeer Jhetam.

Left: Welcoming Nick Starke to the Western Cape’s elite band of Fellows were the 
Region’s two female Fellows, Gill Loubser and Rosalie Duke. The occasion was the 
Region’s annual quiz evening in 2013.

Middle and right: Clive Glover, a loyal IPSA member for four decades, long-time 
lecturer of One-Year Diploma in Packaging Technology students in Gauteng, and 
photographer extraordinaire, was awarded honorary life membership in 2013 and 
named as a Fellow in 2019.

IT’S AN HONOUR
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Congratulations to IPSA for celebrating 50 years in operation. 

PhoenixPET® too has celebrated a number of achievements since its start.  
For over ten years we have produced food grade recycled PET resin in  
South Africa. EFSA have also approved our rPET at 100% inclusion levels  

and we have grown into BRC accreditation. 

PhoenixPET® helps multinational brands to meet sustainability targets  
and to become more circular in doing business.

Cheers!

We look forward to the start up on the new  
Starlinger line in November 2020.
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In 2013 Ralph von Veh was elected PACSA president and IPSA’s patron; and in 
2018 (with PACSA now renamed Packaging SA), both honours went to Bruce 

Strong, seen here with IPSA national secretary, Bill Marshall.

Ever-closer links with Packaging SA
ALMOST 30 years after the inauguration of PACSA  
(the Packaging Council of South Africa), 2015 saw  
this important industry body being rebranded as 
Packaging SA.

As outlined by Bill Marshall in his message on page 7, the 
two organisations have always enjoyed close co-operation. 
Not only does each have a seat entrenched on the other’s 
management board, but each successive PACSA/Packaging 
SA president has taken on the mantle of IPSA’s patron.

Dating back to 1989, another key move that further 
cemented the close ties was to present PACSA’s Packaging 
Achiever citation at IPSA’s Gold Pack banquet. 

Since publication of the 40th anniversary profile, when 
Andrew Marthinusen was PACSA’s executive director, two 
further changes have occurred: Charles Muller took over 
when Andrew retired in 2013, and in 2018 Shabeer Jetham 
was appointed to the position.

And, over the past ten years, three presidents have been 
Ralph von Veh (Mpact), André de Ruyter (Nampak) and Bruce 
Strong (Mpact), all of whom had acted as IPSA’s patrons.

Packaging Achiever … industry pinnacle 
Over the years, since David Brown was named the first-ever ‘Packaging Man of the Year’, being awarded PACSA’s ‘Packaging Achiever’  
(a more politically-correct title than the original!) has become a sought-after honour. It’s the highest accolade that the South African packaging 
industry can bestow on an individual. Here’s a review of recipients over the past decade.

In 2011, the honour went to Consol CEO and PACSA president, Mike Arnold, recognising his significant 
contribution to the South African packaging industry.

In making the announcement, PACSA executive director, Andrew Marthinusen, noted that Mike joined 
an elite band of previous recipients who have been honoured since the first award was made in 1989 – 
David Brown, Piet Neethling, Peter Campbell, Gill Loubser, Trevor Evans, Di van Breda, Derrick Minnie, 
Andrew Marthinusen, Ray Crewe-Brown, Keith Pearson and Horst Sass, five of whom were present at the 
banquet to welcome this newest member to their ranks.

At that stage, Mike had been president of PACSA for past four years and had played a leading role in 
developing the Industry Waste Management Plan for the packaging and paper industries. Mike was also 
instrumental in founding The Glass Recycling Company, which achieved noteworthy increases in glass  
recycling rates.

Jeremy Mackintosh, MD of Polyoak Packaging and vice president of PlasticslSA, was called to the 
podium to accept the Packaging Achiever award in 2013.

As PACSA president, Ralph von Veh, told the audience, the bestowal of this honour recognised 
Jeremy’s significant contribution to the plastics packaging sector during his 30-year involvement. 

Alongside Henry Louw (chairman of Polyoak Packaging), Jeremy was lauded for having built an 
admirable plastics packaging business. Also included in a wide-ranging citation were Jeremy’s countless 
years of service on key industry bodies – as chairman of the Plastic Convertors Association and as president 
of PlasticslSA – and the part he played in the establishment of PlasticslSA’s environmental leg plus the 
Enviromark and Polyco initiatives.

Below: In 2013, Jeremy Mackintosh (centre) joined an illustrious line of previous Packaging Achievers. Present at that year’s Gold Pack 
banquet were Ray Crewe-Brown, Gill Loubser, Trevor Evans, Andrew Marthinusen, Derrick Minnie, Keith Pearson and Mike Arnold.

www.packagingmag.co.za
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PACKAGING SA

Two years 
later, the title was 
conferred on Mpact’s 
Ralph von Veh.

In making the 
announcement, 
Packaging SA’s 
president, André de 
Ruyter, pointed out 
that Ralph had been 
involved in South 
Africa’s packaging 
industry for over 
four decades and 
was instrumental in 
building one of the 
country’s largest  

and most successful, much-admired packaging businesses.
André went on to praise Ralph’s passion for packaging, 

underlined by countless years of service on key industry bodies. 
He had served tirelessly on PACSA’s board since 2000 and during 
his term as president had acted as IPSA’s patron.

Two years later, 
André de Ruyter 
bestowed the title on 
Bill Marshall, a past 
national chairman 
and then (as now) 
current national 
secretary of IPSA. 
A Fellow of the 
Institute,  
Bill also heads 
up the Gold Pack 
Awards programme 
as judging chairman 
– undoubtedly  
an all-round winner! 

While Bill 
joined a line-up of 
praiseworthy, highly-

esteemed industry frontrunners, whose passion has set them apart 
as leaders, it was also inspiring for lesser mortals to see the award 
bestowed on somebody at a slightly less exalted level – in Bill’s 
case the owner of an independent packaging design and branding 
agency, with an absolute passion for managing IPSA’s affairs in an 
exemplary manner. His being named Packaging Achiever saw a 
minuscule crack in the mould!

In 2013, Charles was appointed executive director of Packaging 
SA, following Andrew Marthinusen’s retirement, and has spent a 
significant part of the intervening five years not only expanding 
the organisation but also preparing the groundwork for what 
ultimately became known as the Federation of Plans (The Paper 
& Packaging Industry Waste Management Plan). He was also 
instrumental in the establishment of MetPac-SA, which promotes 
the benefits of metal packaging and the sustainable attributes of 
steel and aluminium.

In 2018, Charles moved on from Packaging SA to take up the 
MD’s position at Tufflex Plastic Products, an innovative plastics 
recycling operation. 

There’s no doubting Charles’ abiding passion for the plastics 
and packaging industries and he remains actively involved in many 
facets, sitting on a number of industry executive committees and 
boards.

 Experts in Pressure Sensitive Labels , Wrap Around Labels & Shrink Sleeves 

For further information on how we can help build your brand
contact our Project Development team on Tel 031 502 5050

T: 031 502 5050 
E: info@labelprint.co.za 

www.labelprint.co.za

Label Experts.

Award renamed
2018 saw the renaming of the award – now to be known as the 
Packaging SA/Gill Loubser Packaging Achiever Award. 

At that year’s Gold Pack banquet, Gill Loubser and Packaging 
SA’s executive director, Shabeer Jhetam, presented the newly-
named trophy to a highly-deserving Charles Muller.

An accountant by profession with an IMM diploma in marketing 
management, Charles spent two decades working for Hoechst, 
responsible for sales and marketing of the German giant’s locally-
produced polyolefins. With this significant experience under his 
belt, he went on to establish a packaging distribution business, 
but soon was head-hunted by Astrapak, where he headed up 
group marketing, including taking responsibility for the group’s 
sustainability initiatives. 

www.packagingmag.co.za
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The Gold Pack trophy, introduced in 1993, 
replaced the Bob Wooler trophy as the top award.

Recognising packaging  
excellence
IPSA was barely two years old when the idea of a packaging 
competition was mooted. The idea, encouraged by the SA 
Bureau of Standards, was to introduce an award to improve 
packaging design – both functionally and aesthetically – to 
encourage young designers, and to facilitate South African 
competition with foreign packaging on local and export 
markets.

Those tenets – passed down through the decades – formed the 
basis of IPSA’s original scheme, the Bob Wooler Award, named 
after Bob Wooler, a founder member of IPSA and chairman of the 
fledgling Transvaal Region, sadly killed in a motor accident in 1973. 

The first low-key contest took place in 1974, and, as recorded in 
the 40th anniversary publication, for almost two decades, receipt 
of the Bob Wooler Award represented recognition of significant 
packaging developments.

Even when the programme was renamed the Gold Pack Awards 
in 1979, the top prize remained the Bob Wooler trophy (until 1993), 
presented for the overall best pack. 

1985 marked a change in frequency from an annual to a biennial 
event, and heralded the advent of Specialised Exhibitions as 
Gold Pack’s prime sponsor and the programme’s close ties with 
Pakprocess exhibitions (now the Propak series).

Yet another step change occurred in 1987 with transformation 
from a cocktail party at the Durban Country Club to Gold Pack’s first 
glittering dinner at the Royal Hotel; and in 1989 yet fresh heights 
were reached when, 15 years after the first low-key affair in 1974, 
Gold Pack moved to Johannesburg, with 400 people (black tie was 
de rigueur) – representing the cream of the industry – attending a 
banquet at the Sandton Sun.

Not only did 1991 mark IPSA’s ‘coming of age’ but that year’s 
presentation was the most sparkling to date. At a fully-fledged 
banquet – at Johannesburg’s Carlton Hotel – some 500 packaging 
professionals witnessed the presentation ceremony; and the 
life-cycle was extended by a display of award-winning packs at 
Pakprocess/PrintExpo 1992.

In Gold Pack’s never-ending progression, 1993 saw the 
introduction of the Gold Pack trophy to replace the Bob Wooler 
trophy as the top award, and Bill Marshall took on the awesome 
task of acting as MC (a function previously handled by broadcast 
professionals). It was also the year when IPSA’s membership of 
the World Packaging Organisation was finally ratified (after years 
of political wrangling) and WPO president Gerry Townshend was 
welcomed as guest of honour at that year’s banquet.

During the first four decades of its life, the awards programme 

was the particular brainchild of Pierre Olivier and John Marriott, both 
of whom worked tirelessly on its organisation, ongoing development 
and promotion.

Mpact takes gold in 2011
Against that background – just a few of the auspicious highlights 
between 1974 and 2010 – the following review of the decade since 
the 40th anniversary publication unveils further quantum leaps in 
Gold Pack’s structure and management.

In 2011, Gold Pack took place in Cape Town for the first time, in 
conjunction with Propak Cape.

That year the programme attracted 133 entries, from which 
the judges picked 37 worthy winners; and the banquet – held at 
the Cape Sun – saw some 350 formally-attired packaging execs 
enjoying proceedings, at which the newly-listed Mpact walked off 
with the overall Gold Pack trophy.

Striking gold that year were miniature PET wine bottles for use  
on airliners.

Jonathan Musikanth (general 
manager, Mpact Plastics 
Atlantis) proudly displays 
the Gold Pack trophy. He’s 
flanked by Jaco van der Merwe 
(Synergy Sourcing Solutions), 
Harry Haddon (Backsberg Wine 
Cellars), Nico Redlinghuys 
(Cape Classics) and Louis 
Moodie (Mpact Plastics Atlantis). 

The noblest search is the  
search for excellence.  

Lyndon B Johnson
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New venue, fresh format, streamlined  
structure
In 2013, the Gold Pack committee, led by Bill Marshall and 
Vanessa von Holdt, threw off the old and donned the new. And it 
was a roaring success. 

It was a far cry from the early days, when contestants witnessed 
Pierre Olivier and John Marriott progressively uncovering winners’ 
names hand-written on a blackboard. By 2013, Gold Pack had 
morphed from cocktail party to a glittering black-tie dinner featuring 
the latest hi-tech audio visual technology, and from a low-key 
bestowal of a handful of prizes to the presentation of a multitude  
of trophies in a variety of categories.

Left: SAAFoST – led by president, Dr Gunnar 
Sigge (left), a long-standing member of the 
judging panel – was a valued sponsor of gold 
medals in the food category in the 2011 Gold 
Pack Awards. Other members of the Association’s 
Cape Branch committee present included 
Morongwa Themba and Johan Visser (Nampak 
R&D), Tricia Fitchet (journalist), Grant Momplé
(Afriplex) and Jacques van den Berg (Appletiser).

Below: Marking PPM’s sixth birthday, members of 
the original team lined up at the 2011 Gold Pack 
Awards, held at Cape Town’s Cape Sun Hotel.

In 2013, the overall Gold Pack Trophy went jointly to Astrapak JJ Precision, Spec 
Tool & Die, Unilever and Consol Glass. Jubilant recipients were Ashwin Ramsudh 
(Unilever), Dave Murgatroyd (Spec Tool & Die), Douglas Slogrove and Craig Schaffler 
(Astrapak JJ Precision Plastics).

2015’s winning team! Bowler Plastics turned up trumps with breakthrough digital print 
on laminated plastic tubes to minimise set-up costs, tighten lead times and allow the 
supply of short runs for brand owners. Proud recipients were Bowler’s Rob Hunt, Cindi 
Baard, Fritz Sass and Arnold Reinicke.

Move to Inanda Club
2015 marked a fresh venue for Gold Pack, the Inanda Club, and 
with the format even further streamlined, that year’s presentation 
was another feather in the cap of the organising committee, led by 
the indefatigable Bill Marshall.

With a slicker presentation procedure, thanks to the 
professionalism of Bill Marshall and Vanessa von Holdt, guests 

enjoyed a free-flowing buffet-style party (and probably rather too 
much booze!) providing untold opportunities for networking.

As always alongside a display of sartorial excellence was an 
enormous sense of camaraderie as competitors met on neutral 
ground, rekindling old friendships and entrenching newer contacts. In a 
nutshell, the event provided (as it always does) unparalleled interaction 
along the length and breadth of the packaging chain – suppliers, 
converters, brand owners, retailers and the packaging press.

GOLD PACK AWARDS
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Held for the second time at Sandton’s Inanda Club, Gold Pack 2017 was another 
slick affair, thanks to the professionalism of Gold Pack chairman, Bill Marshall (right), 
and IPSA’s national chairman, Susi Moore (second from left). They’re seen here with 
jubilant winners of the overall Gold Pack Trophy – representing Mpact Plastics Atlantis 
and Shaft Technical Mouldings.

Gold Pack 2018, yet another 
glittering occasion, held for the 
third time at Sandton’s Inanda 
Club, fixed yet another gold-
plated feather in IPSA’s over-
populated cap! It also marked 
another change: from a biennial 
to an annual event. Ensuring 
a highly-enjoyable evening 
were IPSA’s national chairman, 
Susi Moore, and Gold Pack 
chairman, Bill Marshall. 

The overall Gold Pack Trophy for 2018 went to representatives of Olympic Paints 
and Koogan Plastics, recognising the innovative Flip ‘n Roll 20-litre square-shaped 
paint bucket with its flip-top lid for convenient use as a paint tray. 

Six awards went to Shave 
& Gibson in 2019, including 
the overall Gold Pack 
Trophy. The jubilant line-up 
included Dennis Mpofana, 
Dave King, Simon Downes, 
Elisia Oosthuizen, Bill 
Furniss, Richard Downes 
and Cuan Moralee.

In 2019, Sandton’s Inanda Club again provided a 24-karat 
backdrop for an event that continues to place gold-plated feathers 
in IPSA’s over-populated cap! On this occasion an exuberant Simon 
Downes, Shave & Gibson group chairman, received the overall Gold 
Pack Trophy from Bill Marshall, recognising the innovative Goats Do 
Roam handbag-shaped bag-in box wine carton.

The year of the pandemic
And so we move to the current year, when thanks to Covid-19 
restrictions, the entire procedure has changed. The traditional 
three-day gathering of adjudicators at the Inanda Club, where 
judging has taken place for the past five years, was exchanged for 
online prejudging of pictures and motivations, followed by virtual 
judging of physical packs courtesy of a series of Zoom meetings. 

For this virtual procedure, judging chairman, Bill Marshall, plus 
three Gauteng-based judges – Annabé Pretorius, Ralph von Veh 
and Vanessa von Holdt – acted as the eyes, ears and senses of 
the other judges, providing a degree of interactivity that was greatly 
appreciated by the other worthies – Andy Rice, Clive Glover, Gill 
Loubser, Gunner Sigge, Shabeer Jhetam, Susi Moore and Wendy 
Knowler.

This virtual judging was IPSA’s response to an enormous 
challenge – surely among the most serious challenges in its 50-
year existence, bearing testimony to the maxim Necessity is the 
mother of invention (or its South African equivalent: ’n boer maak ’n 

plan!). Although finalists have been named, the final result is only 
made known in October this year, again via a virtual platform, so 
will have to be included in the next of IPSA’s significant anniversary 
publications!

Star of Africa
1997 saw the introduction of an ‘Out of Africa’ category designed to 
encourage excellence in packaging from other African countries.

Since then, this category has seen continual growth and a 
number of winners have gone on to qualify for WorldStar Awards 
resulting in significant marketing and publicity spins offs in their 
respective countries. It has also promoted the development of 
business links and trade among Africa’s packaging fraternity. 

IPSA’s Gold Pack committee, spearheaded by chairman, Bill 
Marshall, is intent on further expanding and developing African 
participation and interest in Gold Pack, in line with ambitions for 
IPSA’s growing internationally.

This strategy is evidenced by the more recent development 
of the Star of Africa and the Star for Africa awards (the former 
recognising packaging produced on the continent, outside South 
Africa; and the latter commending South African packaging 
destined for use in other African countries). This initiative is having 
a salutary effect on encouraging packaging from elsewhere on the 
continent to compete ‘head-to-head’ with South African entries in 
the standard categories.

GOLD PACK AWARDS

Mpact’s Ralph von Veh, 
named as 2015’s Packaging 
Achiever, congratulates 
Bowler’s Friedel Sass. 
Friedel’s father, the late 
Horst Sass, was a previous 
Packaging Achiever (2011) 
… one couldn’t help thinking 
how proud he’d have been of 
Bowler’s triumph.
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CONFERENCES

Award winning, premium 
packaging solutions!

Conferences for Africa
JUST five years after inception, IPSA started organising 
conferences as part of its objective to disseminate packaging 
education as widely as possible.

From the time of IPSA’s first national conference in July 1975, 
held alongside the International Packaging & Food Processing 
Exhibition at Milner Park, Johannesburg (forerunner of subsequent 
Pakprocess expos, now the Propak series), the process hasn’t 
stopped. In the intervening years, an enormous number of 
conferences, seminars and workshops have been staged, both 
nationally and regionally.

As we went to press with the 40th anniversary brochure, IPSA’s 
2010 national congress ‘Link for the Future’ was about to be 
staged and was expected to do justice to IPSA’s long line of highly 
successful conferences and congresses.

Indeed, the expectation was well founded.
The previous year (2009), congratulations were heaped on  

IPSA’s national chairman, Bill Marshall, the driving force behind  
the highly successful IPSA National Congress ‘Fit for the future?’ 
with a delegate count of 120. 

Left: Among female delegates at the 
2011 congress were Meghan Draddy, 
Umashani Naidoo, Veni Somiah and Megan 
Kronberger; and (in front) Susi Moore, 
Kirsten Tyler and Karen Stretch.  

Bill Marshall is 
congratulated by 
Keith Pearson, then 
WPO president, for 
organising yet another 
outstanding congress.

Above: The seminar got the thumbs up 
from Britepak’s Nick Swan and John 
Latter, seen here with Karen Stretch 
(IPSA Northern Region chairman). 

In 2010, with an impressive 158 delegates in attendance, Bill once 
again produced a two-day national congress ‘Link for the future’ 
that was relevant, probing, educational and entertaining and it was 
notable to witness the amazing support he received from IPSA 

colleagues and specifically Andrew Marthinusen, executive director 
of PACSA, and Keith Pearson, president of the WPO. 

Another success in 2011 yet another annual congress, this time 
entitled ‘In an Uncertain World – What’s Next?’

That year’s event was structured to promote knowledge, 
professionalism, education and networking for all involved in the 
production and use of packaging. The format was designed to 
ensure that topics and issues of particular interest were covered 
and addressed, a lofty ideal that was achieved through an exciting, 
interactive agenda and thought-provoking presentations.

Innovative digital seminar 
Making a change from the traditional national congress, 2014 
saw IPSA’s Northern Region joining forces with Midcomp and HP 
to take creative thinking to a new level, hosting a fun breakfast 
seminar entitled ‘Go digital and step into a bigger future’. 

An interactive and informative programme covered key topics 
such as applications and market trends, profitability on short and 
strategic runs, and how digital print benefits packaging production, 
adding value through targeted marketing and visualisation of the 
latest leading technologies.

As we let our own light shine, we 
unconsciously give other people 

permission to do the same.’ Nelson Mandela
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Conference puts Africa in focus 
As part of a multi-pronged exhibition programme, Propak Africa 
2016 organiser, Specialised Exhibitions, in collaboration with 
IPSA and VDS Media, presented a one-day conference, with a 
content-rich programme that attracted a host of leading converters, 
suppliers, brand owners and retailers. 

Conference moderator, Karen Stretch 
(Kemtek) and Jolanda van de Spreng 
(VDS Media) with conference speakers 
– Gordon Smith (Kemtek), Bevan 
Gossmann (New Clicks) and Gisele 
Gurgel (Tetra Pak).

The impressive speaker line-up offered compelling insights into 
trends and developments in the international and South African 
labelling and packaging markets. A special panel discussion led by 
Ralph von Veh (Mpact) and Rob Morris (Nampak) addressed the many 
challenges and opportunities of trading on the African continent, and 
attracted lively debate from the floor.

Their names live on
IPSA has suffered numerous sad losses over the years and it would be ‘mission impossible’ to cite them all. However, 
just a few over the past ten years must be mentioned.

Annette Oakley, who died in 2010, was an IPSA legend. For a quarter of a century, members could rest assured that if 
something needed organising, Annette would see to it! 

In 2011, we recorded the death of Brian Edwards, a pillar of the Western Cape Region throughout the 1980s and 1990s, 
and twice elected as regional chairman; and when John Marriott died in 2012, IPSA lost a highly-respected team player, 
particularly as a stalwart of the Gold Pack Awards, in which he played a vibrant role since the programme’s inception.

In 2015, we were saddened by the death of Owen Bruyns, who boxed long and hard for our industry during his 21-year 
term as PACSA’s executive director. That year, too, we said farewell to Piet Neethling, one of the leading spirits behind the 
formation of PACSA in 1984, a man of outstanding stature and achievement.

Derrick Minnie, who died in 2017, will long be remembered for his dual passions – rugby and corrugated packaging! As 
PACSA’s president, he was IPSA’s patron for several years and always gave unstintingly of his time. 

When Tom McLaughlin died in 2019, it put a tragic end to his particular brand of packaging professionalism and thought 
leadership. He left us, however, with an inspirational yardstick for emulation.

Apart from their indefatigability in promoting IPSA and its aims, all will be remembered for the fun and friendship they 
brought to any industry event. Their names, along with many others, will live on in the hearts of IPSA members.
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Best wishes from 
Claus Hennings and the 
Future Packaging Team
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Mike Arnold, IPSA’s 
patron, presented Greg 
Burgess, IPSA KZN 
chairman, with the Region 
of the Year trophy for 2011.
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Left: At the 2015 national 
AGM, Kishan Singh presented 
the 2014 Region of the Year 
award to Western Cape 
regional chairman, John Fox 
(the third year in a row that the 
award went to the Cape).

Below: In 2016, Kishan 
Singh (outgoing national 
chairman) and Bill Marshall 
(IPSA national secretary) 
congratulated Amith 
Sukhnundan (Northern 
Region chairman) on 
receiving the 2015 Region  
of the Year award. 

Recognising regional excellence

REGIONAL HIGHLIGHTS

IT’S INEVITABLE that much of this anniversary feature revolves 
around those at the helm, the people – both in the past and 
into the present – who have devoted boundless time and effort 
to developing and managing IPSA’s multi-faceted affairs and 
programmes. But we should never forget that at the core of any 
professional body such as IPSA are its members. Members are 
IPSA’s lifeblood, its very reason for existence.

Apart from national programmes, such as education and 
awards, and maintaining global connections, an enormous number 
of IPSA’s regional activities – the endless round of factory visits, 
speaker evenings, dinners, dances, harbour tours, seminars, 
student graduations, quizzes, exhibition report-backs, debates and 
golf days – are managed by dynamic and dedicated people on 
regional committees.

Sadly, scores of such events have been omitted from this review 
for lack of space (they could easily fill a book!) but recorded is an 
eclectic sampling of the last ten years’ worth of news from IPSA’s 
three Regions, all of which reflect the vibrancy of their chairmen 
and committees.

But first up is a summary of the Region of the Year, an annual 
award presented by the national chairman, for which judging 
criteria include student numbers and pass rates, financial 
performance, membership gains, Student Gold Pack successes, 
the quality and frequency of regional newsletters and press 
coverage, and a Region’s contribution to IPSA’s management at  
a national level. 

As recorded in the 40th anniversary publication, the first-ever 
title (2008) went to KZN. In year two (2009), the Northern Region 
took the prize; and in 2010 it went to the Eastern Cape.

In 2011, the KZN Region, led by chairman Greg Burgess, 
was the proud recipient. And then, for three consecutive years 
(2012, 2013, and 2014), the accolade went to the Western Cape. 
However, in 2015, after a closely-contested race, the Northern 
Region grabbed the honour. 

In 2017, the title again went to Gauteng but in 2018 it was back 
in the Western Cape.

Western Cape chairman Emma Rowberry received Region of the Year award 2012 
from national chairman Kishan Singh, watched by previous recipient, Greg Burgess.
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Women celebrated in Northern Region 
Showing its flair for innovation, the Northern Region marked Women’s 
Month in August 2018 by staging a high tea featuring an inspirational 
all-female speaker line-up. 

First up was Katherine-Mary Pichulik, founder of the eponymous 
line of handcrafted jewellery that celebrates Africa and promotes 
ornamentation as a sacred conduit for healing, community and 
the sharing of wisdom. She emphasised the vital role played by 
packaging in the way consumers perceive brands.

Yvette Roberts, MD of Durban-based Pro-Print, told how she 
had joined the family packaging printing business, working her 
way through every section of the factory floor to understand 
the processes and technologies, and even the mundane tasks 
involved. Although a male-dominated industry, she believes there 
are many opportunities for women prepared to commit the time 
and effort to succeed.

Executive director of the Paper Manufacturers’ Association of 
SA, Jane Molony, encouraged everyone to take risks when facing 
life choices. Whatever the outcome, she advised, it should be 
regarded as experience and knowledge building. Jane also shared 
her passion for the environment, urging everybody to make a habit 
of recycling or reusing packaging rather than throwing it away.

Final speaker, PPM’s joint publisher, Gill Loubser, was excited to 
see 75 female faces around the room and applauded the progress 
of women in the industry over the past 40 years. She described 
aspects of her fulfilling and fascinating career as a packaging and 
print journalist, particularly as a woman in such male-dominated 
sectors, and encouraged others to carve out and enjoy careers in 
the packaging and printing industry.  

Following the success of that first event, the exercise was 
repeated in 2019, featuring three female entrepreneurs. 

This time Corrine Horn, MD and founder of Glass Decorations, 
opened proceedings by sharing memories of starting her business 
and emphasising the importance of grabbing opportunities when 
they arise.

Tin-Pac’s MD, Dikeledi Mosemi, had similar advice, stressing 
the need to believe in a dream and have faith. As she put it, ‘It’s 
important to remember the world isn’t going to change for you – 
you must grab your chance and claim your place.’ 

Gail Macleod, Stratcom Branding CEO, was raised in an 
entrepreneurial family and went on to grow her business project by 
project. In her view, the packaging industry can be a challenge but 
it’s important to disrupt conventional ways of doing business. ‘Fear 
of failure can hold you back; what’s more important is how you pick 
yourself up after you fall,’ she stressed. Once again, the women 
attending the event were inspired, and greatly enjoyed networking 
and sharing experiences.

Innovation and digitisation drive  
packaging culture
Yet another Northern Region meeting with a difference was 
a breakfast seminar held at Midcomp’s Innovation Hub, 
where presentations provided members with a close view of 
personalisation, innovation, and the virtues of digital printing, 
illustrated by inspirational local and international case studies.

Katinka Pretorius, MD of branding and design agency, 
Sunshinegun, shared packaging success stories, including the 
creation of a new look for Nando’s grocery range, and working with 
AB InBev to create a limited range of collectable Castle Lager cans 
inspired by historically-unifying sporting moments. 

Left: Key speakers in 2018 were Yvette Roberts (Pro-Print), Gill Loubser (PPM), Katherine-Mary Pichulik (Pichulik) and Jane Malony (Paper Manufacturers Association).

Right: In 2019, female entrepreneurs – Dikeledi Mosemi (Tin-Pac), Corinne Horn (Glass Decorations) and Gail Macleod (Stratcom Branding) – shared advice on seizing opportunities.

Northern Region committee members at the breakfast event were Sven Smit 
(chairman), Grant Bydawell, Susi Moore (national chairman), Samantha Moore, Kim 
Hayes and Amith Sukhnundan. 

Wendy McLoughlin, Kemtek’s digital business development 
manager, described global personalisation campaigns, as the 
industry faces a huge impact from the ‘me generation’. Using digital 
printing, the options are endless enabling companies to engage 
with consumers; she focused on the use of HP’s Collage and 
Mosaic software to create eye-catching, personalised packaging, 
such as the highly successful Share a Coke campaign.

Midcomp’s Rob Makinson rounded off proceedings by pointing 
out that today’s packaging tells a story and sometimes can be 
more relevant than the content; he highlighted features of the HP 
Scitex 17000 press for printing on corrugated board.  

REGIONAL HIGHLIGHTS
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Papermaking in focus
Typical of the Region’s ongoing educational efforts, KZN’s One-
Year Diploma in Packaging Technology students visited Sappi’s 
Tugela mill to gain a technical insight into the art and science 
of papermaking. During this informative tour, they were briefed 
on the fundamentals of papermaking from pulp feed to paper 
machine, where paper’s physical properties are developed.

They were also captivated by the technicalities of pulp quality, 
pulp refining and chemical additives and the automated process 
control system.

KZN students shine 
Among a multifaceted agenda for the KZN Region’s AGM in 2017 
was the presentation of certificates to successful students in IPSA’s 
One-Year Diploma in Packaging Technology.  

REGIONAL HIGHLIGHTS

As the KZN Region’s 
top student in 2017, 
Camille Govender 
received the coveted 
Hi-Tech Ink floating 
trophy, presented by 
regional chairman, 
Greg Burgess.

Change at the helm in the Cape

In 2014, John Fox took the 
reins from Emma Dawson 
who had served as regional 
chairman for two years.

At the AGM in 2017, Western 
Cape chairman, John Fox, 
presented a special tribute to 
Rosalie Duke, marking her 
retirement from the regional 
committee after a remarkable 
40 years’ service. Known 
as the Rosalie Duke Quiz 
Trophy, this floating trophy  
is now presented annually  
to the winning quiz team.

Rosalie Duke 
retires after  
four decades

Left: The Rosalie 
Duke trophy went to 
(wait for it!) Rosalie 
Duke, whose team of 
Brains, Beauty and 
Brawn took top place.
The new quizmaster 
is former Westerm 
Cape chairman, Ingrid 
Schoeman.

Below: First prize went 
to the Brains, Beauty 
and Brawn team.

Testing brains in the Mother City
Later that year, the 2017 quiz night saw Rosalie Duke competing in 
a team for the first time in many years, having hung up her gloves 
as long-time quizmaster and passed the position on to Ingrid 
Schoeman.

After a hard-fought battle trying to find correct answers to more 
than 130 tricky questions, Rosalie and her team of Brains, Beauty 
and Brawn walked away with top honours.

Greg Burgess with One-Year Diploma students enjoyed an informative tour of Sappi’s Tugela mill. Students are Thami Mhlongo, Tsepiso Nyabela, Octavia Ndawonde, Noluthando 
Kubekha, Grace Mbili, Tammy Harding, Sherika Anandev and Kirsten Bester.

IPSA 50th Anniversary Profile_BS.indd   35 2020/10/07   10:04 AM



www.packagingmag.co.za
36

Since 1966

CONGRATULATIONS  
FROM SEAL CHEMISTRY
SEAL CHEMISTRY unequivocally and 
enthusiastically congratulates IPSA  
on serving the printing, converting  
and packaging sectors for 50 Golden Years in 
South Africa.

IPSA has adapted and recalibrated its  
path to serve these industries impeccably, not only 
remaining a vital function but adapting to meet 
incredible challenges to become more relevant and 
critical than ever.

We also take this opportunity to thank IPSA for 
being a close and trusted ally in ‘Changing FMCG 
packaging from being the problem to becoming the 
solution®’.

Allowing for Seal Chemistry’s longevity  
and seamless evolvement, we are also  
proud to announce a repositioning of  
our Executive Team. With immediate effect, Shalane 
Knox becomes Managing Director while Doug Knox 
becomes  
CEO. 

Finally, Seal Chemistry has negotiated with Barkev’s 
Kevin Allan, and Sloop Consultancy’s Eddie van Os, 
both doyens in their respective areas of packaging 
expertise, who will be utilised to bring speed to market 
through Seal Chemistry’s *Upcycled Packaging 
Solutions®.

*Upcycled Packaging is:
•  Reducing waste impact and/or pollution in any 

form
•  Being totally fit for purpose
•  Ensuring that FMCG packaging also factors in 

the safest Covid-19 protocols
•  Improving economic viability by  

way of costs  
and/or production processes

•  Where possible having the identifiable 
distinction of being differentiated from the pack, 
encompassing all the above

Differentiate your packaging  
with the Seal of Approval

ADVERTORIAL
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Since 1966

Right: As the Western Cape’s top student for 2018, Janet Campbell received the 
Andrew Walker-sponsored trophy, presented by Gill Loubser and Andrew Walker.

Far right: For the seventh successive year, the Golden Egg in the 2018 Student Gold 
Pack Technology category was brought home to Cape Town, this time by Jamiel 
Soeker. He was also one of five students to graduate cum laude in that year’s One-
Year Diploma and received his certificate for this distinction from Gill Loubser.

In 2018, thanking their proud lecturer, John Byett, were Western Cape graduates in the One-Year Diploma in Packaging Technology. On many occasions, the excellent 
photography is largely thanks to the skills of previous regional chairman, Maarten Schurer!

Western Cape celebrates excellence

The future of packaging under discussion
2020, the year of the pandemic, has been unusually short of 
regional events. However, just before lockdown, the Western Cape 
Region hosted 70 delegates at the Intaka Island Eco-Centre for a 
discussion on the future of packaging. Three speakers – Claudia 
Agostinelli (CTP), Annabé Pretorius (Plastix 911) and Manfred 
Scriba (CSIR) – provided valuable information on ways in which 
packaging is meeting the changing demands of our time.

REGIONAL HIGHLIGHTS

This year, just before lockdown, the Western Cape Region held its AGM at its customary venue, the Hotel School in Granger Bay ... present on that occasion were many past and 
present committee members who have helped to make this a dynamic Region of IPSA in terms of accolades, events and education.
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Synchron have been proud members of IPSA for many 
years, and would like to congratulate them on 50 years of 
dedication and education in our Industry. We support you 
and salute you in your success going forward.”  

Sarah Sonnenberg, MD
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IPSA’s international connections
FOLLOWING UN approval (long denied because of South 
Africa’s political situation), IPSA was finally accepted as a full 
member of the World Packaging Organisation (WPO) in 1993.

Since then, IPSA has enjoyed a strong international presence 
with successive national chairmen – Pierre Pienaar, Henry Dicks, 
Gill Loubser, Keith Pearson, Maarten Schurer, Bill Marshall and Susi 
Moore – serving on the WPO board. 

A proud moment came in 2005, when Keith Pearson was elected 
WPO president – a first for the African continent – and Keith 
proceeded to put WPO more emphatically on the world map. 

Yet another proud moment occurred in 2008 when WPO celebrated 
its 40th anniversary in grand style at the Gold of Africa Museum in 
Cape Town, an event co-ordinated by IPSA’s Western Cape Region.

It’s fitting that on that auspicious occasion, Keith Pearson donned 
the chains of office for a further spell as WPO’s president (proving 
the adage that you don’t let a good man go!) and after his final term 
in the chair in 2012, went on to be named as the organisation’s 
general secretary, a position he held for six years.

Named as WPO president in 2017 was Australia’s Pierre Pienaar, 
who, before moving ‘down under’, played a vital role in South Africa’s 
packaging industry, initially as a stalwart of IPSA’s Eastern Cape 
Region, and eventually becoming national chairman for 1994/95. 

In recognition of his sterling contributions to IPSA’s education 
portfolio, Pierre was awarded honorary life membership at the 1998 
AGM, shortly before his emigration to Australia.

Seen with incoming WPO president in 2017, Pierre Pienaar (centre), are WPO’s executive board members and ambassadors, one of whom is South Africa’s Kishan Singh  
(Quality & Food Safety). 

In 2018, IPSA’s national 
chairman and national 
education officer, Susi 
Moore and Kishan Singh, 
represented South Africa 
at a WPO board meeting 
held in China. They also 
participated in the judging 
of the 2019 WorldStar 
Awards.

www.synchron .co . za

synchron
J U S T  I M A G I N E

Synchron have been proud members of IPSA for many 
years, and would like to congratulate them on 50 years of 
dedication and education in our Industry. We support you 
and salute you in your success going forward.”  

Sarah Sonnenberg, MD
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Better quality of life through better 
packaging for more people. WPO Vision

Indeed, South Africa’s loss was Australia’s gain, as Pierre retained 
his keen involvement in matters of packaging education and, true to 
form, proceeded to take up various leadership positions within the 
Australian Institute of Packaging.

In 2018, IPSA’s national chairman and national education officer, 
Susi Moore and Kishan Singh, represented South Africa at a WPO 
board meeting held in China. They also participated in the judging  
of the 2019 WorldStar Awards.

GLOBAL CONNECTIONS
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And this year, as we celebrate IPSA’s 50th anniversary, it’s apt 
that among recipients of WPO’s Lifetime Achievement Award is 
South Africa’s Keith Pearson (and, wheels within wheels, another 
recipient is Australia’s Joe Foster, a native of Ireland, who resided for 
many years in South Africa!).

Keith Pearson’s activities within the South African packaging 
industry are legendary, both his dedication to the industry in general 
and to IPSA in particular.

Apart from his stellar career with the Kohler group, and his long 
association with WPO, Keith has been closely involved in packaging 
development throughout Africa, helping to create packaging institutes 
in Ghana, Nigeria and Tanzania, and ultimately the establishment of 
the African Packaging Organisation. 

More recently, further evidence of his passion for packaging 
education was unveiled when he helped to establish the Iranian 
Institute of Packaging. 

In 2007, his achievements were recognised with South Africa’s 
highest accolade, being named Packaging Achiever by the 
Packaging Council of South Africa (now Packaging SA). And at Pack 
Expo (Chicago) in 2018, the Packaging & Processing Hall of Fame 
welcomed Keith as a member. 

Into Africa
A ground-breaking event for packaging in Africa occurred in 2012, 
when representatives from six founder member states met in 
Johannesburg to sign the statute/constitution for the formation and 
effective governance of the African Packaging Organisation (APO).

The Organisation’s objectives were to improve packaging 
throughout Africa by supporting its member organisations, building 
packaging capabilities and seeking to increase trade (including 
international) throughout the continent. Its goal is best summed up 
by the website’s slogan: A World of Quality: Packaging for Africa.

Founder membership comprised the Institute of Packaging 
Professionals (Kenya), the Packaging Council of South Africa, the 
Tanzanian Institute of Packaging and the Institutes of Packaging in 
Ghana, Nigeria, Tunisia and South Africa. An observer representing 
Kenya’s Bureau of Standards was also present.

Chairing the meeting was Keith Pearson, then immediate past 
president of the WPO and in his new role of secretary general.

Joseph Nyongesa, Institute of Packaging Professionals (Kenya), 
was elected president and Ahmed Alex Omah, Nigerian Institute of 
Packaging, as vice president. IPSA’s Roger Cary-Smith, serving as 
interim secretary during the APO’s formation stages, was appointed 
general secretary.

IPSA Natex members present at the WPO board meeting and WorldStar Awards in 
Prague in 2019 were Kishan Singh, Susi Moore and Bill Marshall. They also witnessed 
the bestowal of a Lifetime Achievement Award on Gill Loubser.

A singular moment for Gill Loubser as she received the medallion marking her Lifetime 
Achievement Award from Pierre Pienaar, a very long-standing and special friend.

At the APO’s inaugural 
meeting were (in front) 
Joseph Nyongesa (Kenya); 
Roger Carey-Smith, general 
secretary (IPSA); Ebenezer 
Mante (Ghana); and Peter 
Namutala (Kenya); and 
(behind) Kishan Singh and 
Bill Marshall (IPSA); Andrew 
Marthinusen (PACSA); 
Sachindra Shetty (Tanzania); 
Ahmed Omah (Nigeria) and 
Keith Pearson, inaugural 
meeting chairman (WPO).

In 2018, at the culmination of an 
18-year-long involvement with the 
WPO, Keith Pearson retired from 
his position as the organisation’s 
secretary general.

GLOBAL CONNECTIONS/INTO AFRICA
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Packaging World is an 
award-winning, BRC Certified 
packaging company offering 

quality flexible packaging 
solutions to the food, beverage, 

industrial, confectionery and 
general merchandise markets.

Tel: +27 (0)31 701 2248
E-mail: packaging@packagingworld.co.za

Web: packagingworld.co.za

Packaging World 
Congratulates

The Institute of Packaging SA
on their 50th Anniversary  

TAS 3576

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

3576 IPSA AD.ai   1   2020/09/11   11:42 AM

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!

Thank you for the positive 

contributions that IPSA continues to 

make to the industry!

kemtek.co.za
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